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Q1. The concepts of social justice and social cohesion have their origins and 
development in specific circumstances and societies. In this sense, social 
cohesion is attributed to Rene Lenoir whose concern was the socially ‘excluded’ 
in France. He reckoned these to be a 10th of the French population. They 
included the mentally and physically handicapped, suicidal people, aged invalids, 
abused children, substance abusers, delinquents, single parents, multi-problem 
households, marginal, asocial persons, and other social ‘misfits’. In 1997, 
France’s Commissariat general du Plan developed the definition, “social 
cohesion is a set of social processes that help instil in individuals the sense of 
belonging to the same community and then feeling that they are recognised as 
members of that community”. These ideas were adopted by the West, and 
eventually by UN. Discuss the suitability of these ideas to social justice issues in 
Africa. 
 

Q2. Classifications of conflict management methods: Comment critically on the 
rationale for these classifications and challenges they face. 
 

Q3.  a) Critically discuss spoilers on a conflict and their role during peace-making.  
 
b) The ‘Indaba’ approach of Southern Africa has been used internationally to 

find solutions to difficult conflicts, discuss the reasons behind its broad 
success. 

 
Q4. The main objective of the Christian Social Thought is the right ordering of society 

with its all activities for the building of the common good, of which the first good is 
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the good of peace, for the integral human development of the whole person and 
all peoples. 
 
 

Q5. a) Transitional justice means how to treat human rights abuses (past) during 
political transition. If ‘transitional justice  means how to treat human rights 
abuses (past) during political transition’, why do you think transition from 
colonialism and imperialism has had little attention? 

 
b) Describe ‘criminal justice’ according to the 1940 jurisprudence. 

 
c) Describe the ‘social stability’ core concept from the 1970s, or shift of 

emphasis from jurisprudence to human rights. 
 

 
d) Give examples of ‘transitional societies’, explaining from what to what. 

 
e) With examples, describe the role of commissions in transitional justice. 
 

 
f) With examples, describe ‘lustration’ programmes. 

 
 

Q6. a) The main objective of the Christian Social Thought is the right ordering of 

society with its all activities for the building of the common good, of which the 

first good is the good of peace, for the integral human development of the 

whole person and all peoples. 

b)  The understanding of the nature of the Christian Social Thought is key in 

peace building for social cohesion in our society today. 

c) Peace building in our society today can be achieved by considering the social 

and moral implications of the basic theological teachings of the Christian 

Social Thought.  

 

*END* 


