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INSTRUCTIONS: Answer Question ONE and any other TWO Questions 

 

Q1.  a) Explain what is a computer?      (3 marks) 
 
 b) Differentiate between Hardware and Software and give two examples of each 
           (6 marks) 
 
 c) Explain what an Operating system is and state its function  (4marks) 
  
 d) What is application software?  Give three examples of application software 
           (5 marks) 
 
 e) List and explain the FOUR major parts that make up the Computer System 
           (8 marks) 
 

f) With the help of a Diagram explain what is Information processing cycle? 
           (4 marks) 

 
Q2.  a) Explain the TWO basic types of monitors that are used with microcomputers 
           (8 marks) 
       b) With the help of a diagram explain what software is?  (6 marks) 
 
 c) Explain what the following are:-       
  i) System software  
  ii) Application software      (6 marks) 
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Q3.  a) List and explain the TWO major Low level languages used  (4 marks) 
 
 b) Differentiate between a LAN and WAN    (4 marks) 
 
 c) Outline the major uses of the Network     (6 marks) 
 
 d) Explain what are the following terms in basic computing   (6 marks) 

i) MODEM  
ii) Automated Systems 
iii) Design Systems         

    
 
 
  
Q4.  a) Outline the values of Backing up information   (5 marks)  
 
 b) List and explain FIVE things that the computer does not like  (5 marks) 
 
 c) Explain what a computer Virus is     (2 marks) 
 
 d) Explain how computer Viruses infect computers   (3 marks) 
 
 e) Outline how one can prevent the virus damage   (5 marks) 
 
Q5.  a) List and explain the FOUR major number systems in computing (8 marks) 
 
 b) Convert the following        (12 marks) 
  i) 01110010011012   to Octal 

ii) Convert 1110100112 to hex. 
iii) 2310 to binary 

 

 

 

 

*END* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cuea/ACD/EXM/AUGUST – DECEMBER 2016 LIBRARY SCIENCE Page 3 
 

ISO 9001:2008 Certified by the Kenya Bureau of Standards 
 
 
 
 

 

 


