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INSTRUCTIONS:  Answer Question ONE and ANY OTHER TWO Questions  

  

Q1.  Voting is not merely a civic duty but also an expression of a political right you 
are   called not to breach.  Assuming you are eligible to vote in the Kenyan forth 
coming general elections in August 2017: 

 

a) What do you say about the percentage of Kenyans who abstain from 
voting because there seems to be no reason to vote?  ( 15marks) 
 

b) What would be your advice to those who don’t want to fulfil this 
responsibility and enjoy this right in the name of their individual liberty? 
         (15marks) 
 
Note: Elaborate your answers in considerations of St. Thomas 

Aquinas’s argument of “political common good” and John 
Rawls’  “liberty principle of Justice”.  

 
Q2.  “What can we do when confronted by people who do not agree on a common 

understanding of Justice because of their personal interests?”  Rawls answers 
that even if people do not agree on the notion of Justice, they can accept a fair 
procedure for deciding what the principles of justice should be.  Rawls invokes 
the concept of a “veil of ignorance.”  
 
Note:  Elaborate Rawls’ reasoning about the “veil of ignorance” and   
demonstrate the central idea behind this theory.    (20 marks) 

 
Q3.  Aristotle’s “teleological theory of Justice” understands justice as giving to 

people what they deserve.  His argument is contrary to Rawls’ conception of 

P.O. Box 62157 

00200 Nairobi - KENYA 
Telephone: 891601-6 

Fax: 254-20-891084 
E-mail:academics@cuea.edu 

A. M. E. C. E. A 



CUEA/ACD/EXM/JANUARY – APRIL 2017/CSJE Page 2 
 

ISO 9001:2008 Certified by the Kenya Bureau of Standards 
 
 
 
 

Justice, who defines Justice as giving equal things to equal persons.    
How does Aristotle’s reasoning disagree with Rawls, and what critiques 
would you address to Aristotle with regard to his definition of justice?  
          (20marks) 

 
Q4.  Defining Justice as merit, Plato’s central idea is that public offices should be 

distributed based on credentials and qualifications. To what extent can this 
theory challenge the way many African countries elect leaders into public offices 
(for example, Kenya).  As Social Justice Officers what can you do to help 
Citizens change their behaviour so that they can genuinely exercise their civic 
duty and political rights for the well-being, and the common good, of all?  
           (20marks) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

*END* 


